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ORIGIN NODS-OO 
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DRAFTED BY NE A/ARP :B KB ODINE 

APPROVED BY NEA:SSOBER 

NEA/ARP:JWTWINAM 

AF/E:RPOST 

S/S-0:SRPVALERGA 

SRPVALERGA 

DESIRED DISTRIBUTION 

S, D, P, T, NEA, AF, INR, WH FOR BZREZINSKI 

060011 170543Z/11 

O 170520Z FEB 78 ZFF5 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY JIDDA NIACT IMMEDIATE 
INFO WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATE - 

SECRET STATE 042373 

NODIS 

WH FOR BRZEZINSKI 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, SA 
SUBJECT: AID TO SOMALIA 


Message Text 


1 . WE HAVE INDICATIONS THAT SAG MAY HAVE TRANSFERRED U.S.- 
ORIGIN EQUIPMENT TO SOMALI GOVERNMENT. 

2. CBS NEWS TWO NIGHTS AGO INCLUDED A FILM STORY OF 
JOURNALISTS TOURING THE ETHIOPIAN FRONT. THE TOUR WAS 
ARRANGED AND CONDUCTED BY THE ETHIOPIAN AUTHORITIES TO 
GIVE CREDENCE TO THEIR CLAIMS THAT THEY ARE PUSHING 
SOMALI FORCES FROM THE OGADEN AND THAT THESE SOMALI 

SECRET 


SECRET 


PAGE 02 STATE 042373 


FORCES ARE SUPPLIED WITH WESTERN ARMS. THE CAMERA PANNED 
AN ARRAY OF U.S. EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING 8 1MM MORTARS. BY 
BLOWING UP ONE FRAME THE ARMY HAS IDENTIFIED ONE WEAPON 
AS HAVING THE SERIAL NUMBER OF A SIMM MORTAR SOLD AND 
DELIVERED TO SAUDI ARABIA IN 1975. 


3. FYI: THIS WEAPON WAS SOLD TO SAUDI ARABIA AS PART 
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OF FMS CASE UDP-400. THE SERIAL NUMBER OF THE WEAPON SHOWN 
WAS 16739; FEDERAL STOCK NUMBER 1015-99-7794. TO THE 
BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE NO EUROPEAN EQUIVALENTS ARE IN THE 
SAUDI INVENTORY. END FYI. 

4. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE AMBASSADOR'S RAISING THIS 
AT APPROPRIATE HIGH LEVEL OF SAG AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

YOU SHOULD NOTE POTENTIAL IMPLICATIONS OF ANY SUCH ARMS 
TRANSFER WITHOUT USG AUTHORIZATION FOR CONGRESSIONAL DIS- 
CUSSIONS ON THE CURRENT MIDDLE EAST ARMS PACKAGE. 

5. PLEASE REPORT PROMPTLY SAG REACTION AND ANY FURTHER 
INFORMATION YOU CAN OBTAIN ON THIS CASE. VANCE 
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TAGS: MASS, SA 
SUBJECT: AID TO SOMALIA 

1 . WE HAVE INDICATIONS THAT SAG MAY HAVE TRANSFERRED U.S.- 
ORIGIN EQUIPMENT TO SOMALI GOVERNMENT. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 042373 

2. CBS NEWS TWO NIGHTS AGO INCLUDED A FILM STORY OF 
JOURNALISTS TOURING THE ETHIOPIAN FRONT. THE TOUR WAS 
ARRANGED AND CONDUCTED BY THE ETHIOPIAN AUTHORITIES TO 
GIVE CREDENCE TO THEIR CLAIMS THAT THEY ARE PUSHING 
SOMALI FORCES FROM THE OGADEN AND THAT THESE SOMALI 
FORCES ARE SUPPLIED WITH WESTERN ARMS. THE CAMERA PANNED 
AN ARRAY OF U.S. EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING 81MM MORTARS. BY 
BLOWING UP ONE FRAME THE ARMY HAS IDENTIFIED ONE WEAPON 
AS HAVING THE SERIAL NUMBER OF A 81MM MORTAR SOLD AND 
DELIVERED TO SAUDI ARABIA IN 1975. 

3. FYI: THIS WEAPON WAS SOLD TO SAUDI ARABIA AS PART 

OF FMS CASE UDP-400. THE SERIAL NUMBER OF THE WEAPON SHOWN 
WAS 16739; FEDERAL STOCK NUMBER 1015-99-7794. TO THE 
BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE NO EUROPEAN EQUIVALENTS ARE IN THE 
SAUDI INVENTORY. END FYI. 

4. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE AMBASSADOR'S RAISING THIS 
AT APPROPRIATE HIGH LEVEL OF SAG AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

YOU SHOULD NOTE POTENTIAL IMPLICATIONS OF ANY SUCH ARMS 
TRANSFER WITHOUT ISG AUTHORIZATION FOR CONGRESSIONAL DIS- 
CUSSIONS ON THE CURRENT MIDDLE EAST ARMS PACKAGE. 

5. PLEASE REPORT PROMPTLY SAG REACTION AND ANY FURTHER 
INFORMATION YOU CAN OBTAIN ON THIS CASE. ANCE UNQTE VANCE 
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Automatic Decaptioning: X 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780240/aaaabhkp.tel 

Line Count: 155 
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Review Date: 26 apr 2005 
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Review Release Date: n/a 
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